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THE POST OFFICE aT MONACO. 

The methods and manners of the post 
office at Monaco are decidedly unique, 
and altogether different from any place 
we have ever seen, Monaco, capital of 
the independent principality of the same 
uaine, is situated on a neck of land pro- 
distant 
about twenty minutes’ ride from Men- 
tone, the well known winter resort on 
the Riviera, and is not far from the 
France-[talian frontier. 

A stranger on entering the post office 
for the first time is usually paralyzed 
wl struck dumb for an instant, and 
feels decidedly uncertain as to his where- 
abouts, being in doubt as te the identity 
of the place in which he finds himself, 
fancying himself ¢ither in part of the 
foyer of the Eden Theatre at Paris, or 
else in a part of the gambling establish- 


ment. On first entering one finds one- 
self # Toot about twenty feet by 


thirty, across one end of which runs a 
eomnter net unlike the kind seen in 
French brasseries, and English bars. 
Behind this is seated the presiding gen- 
ius of the place, abattie-scared veteran of 
the demi-monde, dr doin a bewiteh- 
ing gown cut decellete, rather after the 
fashion of these worn at the bars af cer- 
tain Paris theatres. We were told by a 
tal! fine looking ¢entleman, an ex-crou- 
pier, that she was imported from Paris 
especially for philatelists, as he said 
these were about the outy people who 
cared to take the trouble to hunt up the 
local post office, most people posting 
their letters at Mentone. This charm- 


| we were in search of. 


ing (?) creature, on etnies our en- 
trance, smilingly beckoned us to ap- 
| proach and assuming her most winning 
air asked us what we required. By this 
time we had sufficiently recovered to be 
able to approach the connter and in our 
best French said that we desired to eb- 
tain some philatelic mementoes of our 
yisif to Monaco. With a slight smile 


| she took up a large book resembling a 


merchant’s ledger, and fuking some 
sheets of Monaco stamps from between 
the pages asked us if these were what 
Having secured 
specimens of all the varieties she had, 
which amounted to a trite less than 4 
fr., one of our purty handed her a 3 fr. 
pieee in payment, and noticing the long- 
ing glances she cast at the few centimes 
change which she placed on the counter, 
hegged her to accept is from him as a 
slight mark of his regard and admira- 
tion for her gentle attention to us. Mneh 
te our surprise, for we expeeted to see 
him annihilated on the spot, she fairly 
beamed on him as she replied * te es 
dicen gentii mon petit coco,” and offered 
him her hand to kiss! 

The only indications of the postal 
character of the place were a couple of 
small signs ‘* Berea de la poste,’ anda 
number af suiall letterboxes un the sides 
of the reom. We think all the philate- 
lists who may vhance to wo to Enrope 
would de well to visit the post office at 
Monsen, as it is well worth the visit. 

ae 

Nebraska ix coming right ta the front 
in philatelic matters. In faet, she ltas 
had a general awakening. 
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BLOOD’S PENNY POST. 


In looking over an old number of 
Philadelphia Heraid { came across the 
following aceount of an interesting in- 
terview held between a correspondent of 
that paper and Mr. Etbert Rochersperger 
of the Philadelphia National Bank, whe 
entered the office of Blood*s Peay Post 
soon after it started. in 1846, and con- 
tinued with tt as clerk and then as pre- 
prietor, until if was closed by act of Con- 
The readers of the Noaperesd 
may find much of interest in regard to 
this most remarkable enterprise in this 
review of the later years of its existence, 
so | will fnrnish it verbatim as it ap- 
peared in the coluiuns aheve referred to. 

Mr. Kochersperger, in speaking to the 
Heraid’s eovvespondent of the Posts Sife 
after the death of Mr. Bloodsays: ** The 
business was purchased from the heirs 
on October 31, 1855. by my brother, 
Charles Kochersperger. Tle advertised 
boldly, and this business grew to great 
proportions—for those days. We hand- 
led 6,000 to 8,000 letters daily, as many 
as the government handled iu the old 
city proper at that time. Long before 
this we had hired men, instead of beys, 
as carriers. There were five daily col- 
lections aud aeliveries, with 
hourly collcetions and deliveries in the 
busiest. business sections. The druggists 
in whose stores onr boxes were placed 
soled commission aid 
made quite hamlsome profits. We had 
ne uniforms for our carriers, but neither 
had the government. 
in which every complaint was noted 
with the 


the 


Press. 


special 


OUL shall ps on 


‘There was a book 


final result. Sometimes the 
ilissatisfied persons never called again 
amd we were justified in believing Unat 
their complaints were unfounded. Oth- 
ers returned ta apologize for lmving 
complained through mistakes. Wren 
complaint was speedily made the carrier 
night remember the delivery of the let- 
ter, and prove it to the aatisfrerion of the 
enstomer by tleseribing the recipient, 


“Tf had carte-blanche abont advertis- 
ing, and very soon after T entered the 
business wrote every advertisement, con- 
tinuing this for years. There was not 
so much variety then in advertising, and 
I tried to make ours original. | remeni- 
ber a local paper ouee had an editorial 
on advertising, and copied verbatim sev- 
eral of mine as samples of a new de- 
purture. At that tine, too, as always 
afterward, every letter was stamped with 
the hour of reeeption and delivery, am! 
a weekly list of the undelivered was ad- 
vertised, a charge of one eent being 
made when letters advertised were 
elaimed. We did not mlvertise pamph- 
lets or circulars. 

A large business was doue in the de- 
livery of papers and magazines coming 
by express fron: points outside the city, 
and in this case we were furnished with 
a list of subseribers. Soon atfler 
began this branch of the busiless the 
office was 


We 


removed to the oll Shakes- 
peare building at Sixth and Chestnut 
streets, and remained there until it was 
destroyed by fire. ‘Then the office was 
opened in the * Arcade ~ on Chestnut. 


| street between Sixth and Seventh, and 


remained there four years, Froin that 
mnoved ta 28 South Fifth 
street, where thirty-two varriers were 
employed and where we remained from 
1856 to 1862, when we were closed out 
by the govermuent. At the last office 
a laree case of assortiag boxes, all num- 
bered, faced the windew part, and about 
400 of these boxes were rented at SL per 
year. Most of the answers to advertise- 
ments directed vare of Blood’s. 
While we were in the oll Shakespeare 
building it was oecupied by Dr. d. W. 
Sehenek, the * peuny post” tiwving the 
Carpenter street (now Jayne streel) eu. 


lovation we 


Were 


+ There were many jnprovements used 
in thes Blood” services which have since 
been adopted by the Postal Department, 
but, were not employed by the United! 
States for vears after we discarded then, 
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We had wagons to take the carriers to 
distant poiuts long before the govern- 
ment had, each wagon holding five ear- 
riers and adriver. We employed a corps 
of carriers for special delivery and had 
enough to be always ready ta send a 
special messenger, at a charge of five or 
ten cents, according to distance. We 
seat anywhere by wagon at special rates. 
This clepartment was very popularand in 
constant use, lts usefulness ean be bet- 


ter understood new, when it is remem- | 


hered that in those days there was no 
‘telephone, “local telegraph? or + dis- 
trict messenger systein 

* But the suecess of Blood’s Penny 
Post, and other services like it in great 
¢ilies all over the canntry. at last aroused 
the jealousy of the goveriment, and iu 
1860 Postmaster General [Lull deter- 
Inined fo wipe ont all private parties en- 
gaged in carrying lett 


A suit was 
begun against the contpanies by the goy- 
eromeut, but failed. Then Congress was 
asked to pass a law declaring the streets 
of all towns and cities post roads. which 
would make our business illegal. Con- 
gress quiekly passed the bill. Then. in 
the winter of 1862, the government be- 
fan a test case aguinst Bloud*s Penny 
Post. Thad bought out my brother's 
iuterest some time before. but was sick 
when the ease came to trial. Henry M. 
Phillips was our counsel, and the case 
went against us. Blood's Penny Post 
mide its last delivery ou the morning of 
January 11, 1862. My loss was heavy. 


as | had but reeently become proprietor | 


of the business. Henry 


S. Harte. 
-—- a 

With but a single exception the right 
hand of good fellowship has been extend- 
wl to the Noxpareir by the philatelie 
press of America, anid the editor takes 
this opportunity to return his sineere 
thanks to the several editors for the many 
kind words in his behalf, and as Rip Van 
Winkle sa¢s, +*May you all live long 
and prosper” 
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Tlow f0 Kemer. The safest way to remit is by 
postal order, rewisteredl Ietter, or by express 
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envelopes, securely sealed and vorrectly ad- 
tiressed, seldom gocs natray. hutis at the sender's 
risk. 

Address all conmuunientions, nothing more, 
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Evtered at the Poat Offce af Boston, Mess. us 
second-class wmeatier, Pen. 10, 188s. 


WISE AND OTHERWISE. 


A novelty in searf pins is a minamre 
mai] sack made fram gold. 

The American Jourual of Philately is 
publishng «a veatalogue for advanceil 


| enlleectors, edited by Messrs. Heary Col- 


lin and Ilenry L. Calman. The work 
coutains the unit of mouey of the va- 
riots countries, with its eqrivalent in 
United States enrreney, and notes for 
the detection of counterfeits. 

Ar. J. K. ‘Tiffany. president of the A. 
PA. although a resident of St. Louis 
for some years, is not a native of the 
soil. He isa uative of Worceater, Alasa., 
and a graduate of Harvard college, and 
Was the dirst te sueeessfully introduce 
philately inte St. Lonis, all former 
attenpls having resulted disastrously ; 
the philatelic missionaries having been 
driven out of the city by the howling 
aboriginies. 


i 


Another philatelic journal will shortly 
be issued from Bosten, Let the good 
work go on. 


We have received the catalogue of 
Mr. H. Gremmel's first auction sale, and 
notice many very fine lors on tle list. 

Before placing your subscriptions for 
philatelic reading for the coming year, 
your attention is respectfully called to 
the NONPAREIL; give it a trial, and we 
guarantee you will not regret it. 

Farmer Begosh had heen standing on 
the corner studying the new style jetier 
box some minutes. Finally lie remarked 
to the policeman who was passing: 

“ Great invention.” 

hese | 

But 1] can’t inake it out.” 

“Its very simple.” 

*[s‘pose so, but how much must you 
drop into the slot, and what is the blam- 
ed thing supposed to do? —AMerchant 
Traveler. 

‘The ** MeGrinty “ vulgarity, after hav- 
ing become a very stale chestnnt in the 
United States, finally turns up in New 
Jersey where a Philadelphia Ferseyman, 
thinking it funny, winds up in his ad- 
vertisements in the style peculiar to his 
race and region. 
saying was, * Let her go, Gallagher,” 
aud now after MeGinty what next? The 
sublime and snperb seienve of philately 
needs vulgarism of this kind to 
boom it, and Jerseymen should shun the 
MeGinty slang, else shall the ontellect 
Gi they have any) fall to careless ruin 
andl dint the lustre of the -t grand old 


A yeur or two ago the 


ny 


sctence, 
= 
A recent dispatch from Wuashingtou to 
the Besion Heredd says. ** First Assistant 
Postmaster-General Clarkson, in the 
of Postmaster-General Woama- 
maker lust summer awarded the postal 
vard contract to ex-Sheriff ++ Al“ Dag- 
gett, the well known Brooklyn politician, 
in spite of protests based on the fact that 


dbsenve 
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he was not a ¢ard manufacturer, an! 
that his bid was toa low to be honestly 
profitable. But for some reason Daggett 
is not getting the orders for postal cards 
from the department, For a few days 
mufter Oct. 1, when his contract bevan to 
run, he was crowded with orders, ap- 
parently given te see whether he could 
do the work. Le kept up with the orders, 
and has been mannfacturing postal cards 
eyer since at 2 mill in Derby, Ct. But 
he has had no orders for 40 days, so that 
he has millions of cards on hand. ATean- 
while, the contractors of last yeur have 
received orders for the 20,000,000 eards 
they hadon hand Oct. 1, and for 30,000,- 
000 more. ‘These latter, being paid for 
at the old contract rate. will cost 838800 
More than if the cards which Dageyett 
says he has ready had been taken.” 


as country after country juing the Uni- 
versal Postal Union, so the tendency 
necessarily grows also to have the postal 
aystem modelled aftera conmon pattern 5 
so likewise the demand for a common 
stamp grows. [tis expressly annoying 
when a person is desirous of receivine 
information from sore person ina foreign 
country not to be whle to enclose (as 


conrtesy demands) stamps for returu 
postage. A universal stamp would ob- 


viate this. Again, the adoption of such 
a stamp would simplify the means uf 
making exchange aud paymenr of small 
amouuts.— Alabama Philatelisé. 
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